WINTERBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

  20 September 2021
T Bowles (in the Chair) 
T Bowles

(P)
J Brain                          (P)
D Marriott
(P)
P Kembery
             (A)
R Climmer                   (P)
C Watkins                     (A)                                                    N Labuschagne           (A) 
	Evacuation procedure: Leave via the fire door and assemble outside in the play area – Noted

Apologies for absence: Cllrs Labuschagne, Kembery and Watkins.
Also in attendance: Cllrs Amos, Dyer and Collins. Two members of the public, B Serjent and S Hancock.
Declaration of Interest Under the Localism Act 2011: Cllr Brain regarding the works to the 

cricket pavilion, in his capacity as an officer of Winterbourne Sports Association.  

17.09/21 – Minutes of the Meeting held on the 16 August 2021 and the Clerk’s Report.
The minutes were approved. All the items on the Clerk’s report were noted.
Matters Arising

Items for Noting

The new laptops and docking stations have been set up in the office and are much speedier than the old system.

The Zoom subscription has been cancelled as it is no longer being used, it is very easy to reinstate if required.

A FIT payment of £549.31 has been received in respect of the solar panels.

The farmer has advised the cows were moved out of Tuckett Field for TB testing, and should be back at some point. He is aware of the necessity to cut back the brambles but has been unable to work for several months following a leg injury. There is still concern being raised around the erosion of the grass on the field due to so many visitors.

South Glos are still investigating the resurfacing of the path by Frenchay School and are  waiting for a price for the work. 

They are also aware that there are still various trees on the Frome Valley Walkway which need tidying or clearing.

All members have been sent an update from South Glos which advises money has been allocated this year to investigate possible solutions to the traffic problems at Damson’s Bridge.

Items for discussion

Cllr Brain met representatives of Your Design Bristol Ltd at the pavilion to discuss the potential drawing up of plans for the refurbishment. Reserves have been earmarked for this project. There is an estimate of around £3,000 to draw up plans. Ideas submitted so far from the clubs are to have separate changing rooms for cricket and football, and to have a second storey. Cllr Brain will draw up some initial plans and present them to the design company.
The WEG have submitted detailed plans for the wildflower meadow on the area opposite the White Horse in Hambrook. S Hancock from the Winterbourne Environmental Group attended in regard to this project. 
It was agreed that consultation should take place with local residents and that a suitable solution could be to make it a shared space with room for wildflowers but also retain an area for recreation. There is concern regarding the area being on a very busy bend so it is important suitable species are planted which are not too tall so as to not impede visibility. SGC can offer good advice regarding wildflower planting and Cllr Collins has already worked with young people doing their Duke of Edinburgh award who have helped with planting in Frenchay.
A simplified plan will be drawn up to recommend to full Council.
Regarding the  request from WEG for a play area on Hambrook Common, SGC has advised that it is not unknown for play areas to be sited on Commons but planning application would have to be requested. Before this is done a formal consultation needs to  take place with residents and users of the common and various other organisations such as Rural England. 

Cllr Climmer 

It was previously suggested that the Parish Council could possibly submit information to the Frome Valley Voice each month. Prices have been obtained and are in the WPC Hub.

A suggestion has been made that the Parish Council could sell bags of seed for the ducks at the pond from the office, or maybe the Post Office or other local shops. This could be for possibly 50p/£1 with a markup for other outlets who might sell them.

The Fishing club has advised the notice board by the pond on the Flaxpits Lane side belongs to the Parish Council so they would be pleased if we could replace it. A suitable could be 

obtained for around £350.

They are also looking to recruit a new warden for the pond as it would appear a lot of people have been fishing without a licence.  
18.09/21 – Grant Applications

The following grant was recommended:

Community Green Travel - £583
19.09/21 - Reports from Task Groups:
Frenchay Common and Tuckett Field
Cllr Watkins has completed his bike ride from Land’s End to John O’Groats in aid of a charity for the homeless.

The Frenchay Councillors met Frome Valley Landscaping at the old Frenchay Hospital site to assess what work needs to be done and advised him what action is needed to cut down and strim the wildflower areas.
Winterbourne to include the Recreation Field, Duck Pond and Allotments
Four teams at the cricket club have achieved promotion this year.

The 2 overgrown allotments have been cleared. There was a successful get together of allotment holders on 11th September and the new chairman is keen to have more events in the future. 
The Dingle, Winterbourne Down, Hambrook and Whiteshill
There is work being done to the wall of the house at the back of the Small Common at Hambrook. There is currently a large amount of stone on the Common which the builder has confirmed will be removed when the job is finished. Cllrs will monitor.

It was agreed work should be done to the wood at the back of the Small Common to allow access to the electric pole there.

The following issues were reported: 
· Overhanging trees along Mill Lane.

· Overgrown vegetation along the Stream in Hambrook.
· Large stones displaced from the wall by Camp View.

Clerk will contact SGC.

The bin on Hambrook Common by the bus stop is overflowing. This should be emptied on a Tuesday but clerk to be advised if it isn’t.

Greenfield Centre
Nothing to report.
20.09/21 – A.O.B.

None

Meeting concluded 8.30 pm
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