WINTERBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

17 June 2019
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	Evacuation procedure – Leave via the fire door and assemble outside in the play area – Noted

In attendance: Cllrs. Dyer, Jones, Collins, Whatley and A Giles. 
	        Action
	
	

	Apologies for absence – None.
Declaration of Interest Under the Localism Act 2011: Cllr. Brain re WSA, Cllr. Kembery re grant application for Frenchay Flower Show.     
08.06/19 Minutes of the Meeting held on the 20 May 2019 and the Clerk’s Report 
The minutes were approved and the items on the Clerk’s Report were noted.

Matters arising: 
The Clerk and Cllrs. Climmer and Hemmings had a meeting with Gilbert and Williams to discuss the options for upgrading the heating in the Greenfield Club. Due to the make up of the rooms, the best option would appear to be air conditioning units which can heat or cool. He is putting together a schedule of work to be done with a quote. It was also noted that the kitchen unit and sink in the painting area are very shabby and should be updated. 
Signs are to be considered for the land at Frenchay by the play area and tennis courts.
The Frenchay members will decide on the signs required and wording so the Clerk can obtain costs.

A resident has requested if there is a possibility of the new play area in Frenchay being fenced off due to issues with a dog being a nuisance. Members agreed that although they did not want to fence the area off, it would be prudent to keep an open mind for this to be done in the future if antisocial behaviour was to become a problem. Wording in the byelaws which are being updated should also act as a deterrent. 
It has been agreed that the new area of land is to be called ‘Frenchay Parkland’, this is the phase 1 area. The other phases would then be identified as Frenchay Nature Reserve and Frenchay Allotments.
Frome Valley has been requested to cut back a reseeded Ash tree by the churchyard in Frenchay and tidy up the area of the lane leading to the school. They are also going to quote to level some of the land outside the entrance to Grange Park which has a large dip in it.   

A very large branch broke off a tree at the duck pond following very high winds and rain. It fell onto the railings, onto the path and some of the branches into the water. Frome Valley and Woodsmoke were able to remove this the following day and repair the railings. Trees at the Duck pond are not currently included in the 5 year tree survey although they are monitored in our risk assessments. It was agreed these should be included.
WSA has updated its budget for the year ending March 2020 due to an increase in maintenance required. 3 doors have had to be replaced (£600) and a scarifier purchased (£3000). Cllr. Brain will check which doors these are which will determine if the Parish Council give a 50% grant or pay for them in full. The garage at the pavilion has been broken into and some subsequent vandalism has been carried. The Parish Council will consider if they need to claim on the insurance to cover the cost of repair.     
A recycling bin for glass has been put at the Recreation ground following the removal of one of the blue bins. This was set up on a fortnightly collection, but the bin is very full after one week. It was agreed to change to weekly collections going forward. This will cost around £13 per month extra.    

Authority has been given to Hambrook Sports Club to proceed with the works to slit tine aerate and brush the pitches as outlined in their budget request.   

As agreed in the last F&GP meeting 2 new bins have been ordered for the Greenfield centre play area. These were £253.99 each plus vat.

There have been problems with the disabled toilet in Flaxpits Lane. The lock was broken but this has now been mended. There is an ongoing issue with youths congregating outside the toilets which the local police are aware of and try to monitor as often as time allows. It was suggested the Parish Council should also report this to the school.
South Gloucestershire Council has also advised the area of paving slabs near there which are uneven is not registered and does not belong to them. This was disputed by the Parish Council as it would appear these were laid by South Gloucestershire Council initially. It was agreed while further investigations take place the Parish Council should arrange for the slabs to be fixed.
We have been contacted by ALCA who would like us to reconsider restarting our membership with them and details were forwarded to members prior to the meeting. As at the last enquiry made, the subscription was £1040 per annum. This was discussed by members who felt that the subscription amount does not represent value for money, and when we were previously members we did not gain sufficient benefits.

The decision was therefore made to not renew the membership.

Following the meeting with Darren Davidson from South Gloucestershire Council regarding Down Road, they have responded to the issues around Damson Bridge. They have advised they are not considering a weight limit sign, they feel there are already sufficient warnings in place regarding speeding, there have only been 4 injury accidents in the last 20 years and the cost of a potential footbridge far outweighs their budget. Although some members feel the statistics used to arrive at their conclusions were not necessarily a true reflection, it was noted that they can only make decisions based on the figures they have. Alan Giles commented that he was very concerned about the safety of the bridge, in particular in respect of pedestrians and he may contact South Gloucestershire Council regarding this. 
Members are generally concerned about the safety of the bridge. It was also noted that the wall of it is leaning but South Gloucestershire Council has advised they do monitor this. Unfortunately, no further action will be taken unless any extra evidence can be provided.    
The Parish Council did previously request if the trees on one side of the bridge should be cut back and we are still waiting for a response regarding this.
1st Winterbourne Guides have requested if they can use the area at Frenchay which was the hospital nature reserve on the evening of 3rd July. This is for a discovery evening. All members were in favour.
09.06/19 – Grant Applications
The following grant was recommended; 

Frenchay Flower Show - £250. 
10.06/19 – Correspondence
Request from a resident for play equipment on the Recreation Field.

A resident in Winterbourne has contacted the Parish Council asking if some play equipment can be put at the Recreation Field for smaller children. Councillors are wary of putting equipment for small children following historical problems with bad vandalism. There is also a safeguarding issue towards protecting children from intimidation. Careful consideration needs to be given as to what sort of equipment would be most suitable. Advice will also need to be taken from the Sports Association to ensure anything installed would not be hampered by stray cricket/footballs. The Clerk and Cllr. Marriott are carrying out the risk assessment at the field next week and they will report back with any possible ideas. 
Any project decided on can potentially be paid for with the CIL money we have. Members were again reminded to think of any ideas. This will be discussed again at the next Finance meeting. Once we have some feasible ideas we can include them when the budget is set for next year. 
11.06/19 - Reports from task groups

Frenchay Common and Tuckett Pond
The level of the pond is not too bad as we have had quite a lot of rain although it is lower than it has been in the past. There are still some branches left from the tree work that was done previously and the contractor is to be reminded to remove these.
South Gloucestershire Council are implementing an Experimental Traffic Order (ETO) which will restrict some traffic movements at the Hambrook Traffic lights. This should commence on 11 August 2019 for possibly 18 months. This section of the ring road has a poor level of air pollution largely caused by high levels of vehicle emissions. South Gloucestershire Council has been tasked by the government to make a reduction in the high levels of nitrogen dioxide. The Order has been designed to decrease the amount of time cars spend idling which is when most pollution is caused. The restrictions will mean cars coming from Frenchay can only turn left at the lights, not straight on or right, and vehicles coming from Downend cannot turn right towards Winterbourne. It will also remove the westbound bus lane through the junction towards the M32 traffic lights. This will have a quite an impact on Frenchay residents. Members are concerned that drivers from Frenchay having to go down to the M32 roundabout and back again when they want to turn right will actually increase emissions. Since the junction was designed, Frenchay members have frequently complained to South Gloucestershire Council regarding the poor lay out of the left turn from Frenchay to the ring road, and it is hoped they will look at reconfiguring this. There is also concern that many people will change their route, as they did when the Bromley Heath Viaduct works were carried out, which will increase traffic and pollution on the smaller roads through Frenchay and potentially Down Road. A lot of data would have been taken by South Gloucestershire Council when the Viaduct works were done and it would be interesting to be able to see this information. While the Order is in place, air quality will be measured to see if at the end of it any permanent changes should be made.        
Winterbourne to include the Recreation Field, Duck Pond and Allotments
The level of the duck pond has increased due to the amount of rainfall but this has also increased the rate of the leak. The level is still being closely monitored. A meeting was held with South Gloucestershire Council who has agreed to work with us to do the repair, which will mean them reinstating the blue clay which was removed last year when works were carried out on the road side. It has been difficult to try and find a contractor who can possibly install a temporary dam for work to be done on the wall. The alternative is to drain the pond completely which would be very expensive. However, this would allow for the silt to be removed. When the silt was removed from Beckspool Pond, Wessex Water carried out the procedure and it may be that if we also need to do this we could refer to them. Clerk will continue to try and find a contractor as soon as possible.
The vacant plot at the Allotments has been taken so they are now all occupied.
The Dingle and Winterbourne Down – Nothing to report
Hambrook/Whiteshill
The grass behind the new wall opposite the White Horse at Hambrook has not been cut as the ground appears to be too soft. Clerk will contact Frome Valley to see if that is the reason.

Some temporary repairs have been carried out at the car park on Hambrook Common while we wait for South Gloucestershire to provide a quote and plan for the resurfacing of the area.
The hedges along Moorend Road have still not been cut. Clerk will remind South Gloucestershire Council

Greenfield Centre
The cleaner at the Centre is currently off work and not expected back until 1 July. The caretaker has been doing the cleaning in her absence but is now on holiday. It was agreed if necessary to get a contract cleaner for a couple of weeks. Alan Giles very kindly offered to litter pick at the Recreation Field.    

12.06/19 - A.O.B
Cllr. Collins advised the grass on the Malmains field has not been cut for quite a while and is very long. Cllr. Jones will investigate this as it is thought this is possibly because it is due to be developed.

Cllrs. Jones and Labuschagne are also investigating the repainting of the white lines on Cloisters Road and the possibility of some warning signs to slow down for horses as requested by a resident. 
Meeting concluded 9.08pm 
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